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Abstract: Advances in medical science in identifying and establishing the sex of intersex individuals,
as well as in treating certain patients experiencing gender identity incongruence, have made sex
reassignment possible and brought the jurisprudential and legal rulings governing individuals who have
undergone sex reassignment into the domain of contemporary Islamic jurisprudence and newly emerging
legal issues. Sex is one of the variables that influence the determination of certain inheritance rules.
Accordingly, this study aims to clarify the inheritance status of individuals who have undergone sex
reassignment under the inheritance system of Imami jurisprudence. Drawing on the general principles of
inheritance as presented in the written literature of Imami jurisprudence, the study examines the
foundations of contemporary jurists’ views on the subject and assesses the applicability of the general
rules of inheritance to cases of sex reassignment. By identifying the general rule governing inheritance
following sex reassignment, the study concludes that sex reassignment does not necessitate the
formulation of any new rule within the jurisprudence of inheritance (figh al-fara'id). Rather, such cases
remain subject to the general rules of inheritance, including the principle that the legal classifications
mentioned in the evidence governing inheritance are determined according to their status at the relevant
time. The application of this principle to cases of sex reassignment entails neither an exception to nor a
restriction of the general rules.
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