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Abstract: Many Islamic jurists adhere to a general principle according to which the laws
implemented in society must either correspond exactly to the laws set forth in jurisprudential
texts or fall within one of the established legal categories recognized therein in order to be
considered legitimate. Civil rights, which comprise a set of obligations imposed on natural
persons and various legal institutions, are not exempt from this general principle.
Accordingly, the question arises as to whether Islamic Sharia provides specific or general
rulings concerning each and every civil right, such that the legitimacy of legislation in the
field of rights depends on the conformity of civil rights with those specific or general rulings.
Furthermore, is it possible to identify an alternative method of legal reasoning that, by
departing from the prevailing method and style of ijtihad, would provide greater scope for
the influence of human understanding shaped by temporal and spatial circumstances? This
study examines the jurisprudential foundations concerning these issues and analyzes the
implications of each foundation for the legislation of civil rights. Based on the findings of
this research, which has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, the legitimacy
of legislation in the field of civil rights depends on its conformity with two criteria. First,
such legislation must be appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and requirements;
second, it must not conflict with the objectives and general principles of Sharia. If these
conditions are satisfied, the legislation will be legitimate for the particular society and at the
particular time in question. Therefore, it is not necessary for civil rights to be identical across
all times and places.
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