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O

Evaluating Rigital Chifd Labor from the Perspective of Imami Jurisprudence and
International Human Rights Law

Mahdiyeh Ghanizadeh'
1. Introduction

In recent years, with the rapid expansion of social media platforms and digital networking services,
the phenomenon of virtual child labor, commonly referred to as child influencers, has grown
significantly. This term refers to children whose parents employ them as economic or promotional
instruments in cyberspace, while the children themselves have no meaningful role in the decision-
making process. According to media practice and the available evidence, this phenomenon
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predominantly involves children under the age of six (Tosuntas & Griffiths, 2024; Altun, 2019).
These children, often carefully groomed and presented by their parents—particularly their
mothers—are directed to produce content for social media platforms. In this form of activity, the
parent effectively assumes the role of an employer, compelling the child to create content primarily
for financial gain, fame, or popularity, despite the child's inability to comprehend the nature and
consequences of such work (Kordbacheh et al., 2024b, p. 122).

Given that parents effectively function as employers in these circumstances, an important legal
question arises: to what extent can such conduct be regarded as falling within thé"scope of their
lawful parental authority? At first glance, assigning a child to participate in digital @éentent creation
may appear to constitute a form of skill development and to serve the ¢hild's best interests.
Nevertheless, determining whether such an activity genuinely promotes thesehild'ssvelfarerequires
a careful examination of its consequences. Accordingly, the present study examines the scope of
parental authority over children in Imami jurisprudence and international human rights law, as
well as the extent to which such conduct is compatible with parents. legal responsibilities.

2. Literature Review

With respect to the existing literature, although n@:independent™egal study has specifically
examined the legality of child-centered activitiesfin cyberspace, several related studies may be
identified. For example, in the study entitled ChilthLabor mthelranian Family Law System from
Positive and Negative Perspectives (AbbaSiKalimani et al:, 2023), the authors focused on
children's employment in conventional physical“eccupatiens. They argued that where a child is
engaged in suitable work for educationalipurposes and income generation, such employment may
be regarded as consistent with the ghtld's best interests; conversely, where the activity is harmful,
employing the child constitutes, a “detrimental spractice and should therefore be prohibited.
However, with respect to children'syactivities in cyberspace, it is first necessary to examine the
consequences of such activities comprehensively before determining whether they are compatible
with or contrary to the child's best interests.

In another study entitled Citizenship Rights and the Prohibition of Child Employment in Hazardous
and Harmful Work (Alavian,12018), the author argues that educating society about citizenship
rights and legal duties camfoster a social environment in which not only child labor is regarded as
unacceptable, hut'employers' conduct is also subjected to public scrutiny.

Similarly,in‘the study Examining the Status of Child Labor in Iranian Law in Light of Article 4 of
the "Wniversal Declaration of Human Rights (Rahmatifar, 2018), the author contends that the
appropriate response to child labor is not its absolute prohibition; rather, only those forms of child
labor that'place children in conditions analogous to slavery should be prohibited.

The distinguishing feature of the present study, compared with previous research, lies in its focus
on children's activities in cyberspace and its assessment of whether such activities serve the child's
best interests and, consequently, whether they are lawful from the perspectives of Imami
jurisprudence and international human rights law.

3. Methodology



The present study adopts a descriptive—analytical and comparative approach to examine the extent
to which the virtual exploitation of children conforms to the criteria of the child's best interests as
recognized in Imami jurisprudence and international human rights law.

4. Results and Discussion

The findings of this study indicate, first, that the use of children in digital content creation
constitutes a clear form of digital exploitation. Second, from the perspective of Imami
jurisprudence, such conduct is incompatible with the essential components ofgthe child's best
interests, including the prevention of harm, the promotion of benefit, and the pretection of the
child's material, spiritual, and psychological needs. Third, this practice is fikewise“inconsistent
with the criteria for assessing the child's best interests as set forth in international human rights
instruments. Accordingly, the use of children for digital content creatign fallStutside the lawful
scope of parental authority and lacks legal legitimacy under beth, Imami jusisprudence and
international human rights law. These findings, in turn, underscere the ecessity of adopting
appropriate legal measures at both the national and international fevels'toensure the protection of
virtual child laborers (child influencers).

5. Conclusion

The present study, entitled “Evaluating the#Phenomenon, of Virtual Child Labor from the
Perspective of Imami Jurisprudence and {ptegnational Human Rights Law,” has reached the
following conclusions:

First, the use of children by their pafents forthe purpose of producing content on social media and
digital platforms—typically witheut the ehild'sindependent will and primarily to serve the parents'
financial or promotional interésts—eonstitutes,a clear instance of digital exploitation.

Second, from the perspective of Imami jurisprudence, given that involving children in digital
content creation entails Aumeroustharmful consequences while offering no genuine benefit to the
child, such conduct ‘exceedsytheylawtul scope of parental authority. Accordingly, based on the
principle of la darar (the rule @f no harm), this practice is considered unlawful and devoid of legal
legitimacy.

Third,drom,the,perspective of international human rights law, and in light of the criteria governing
the, best taterests ofithe child, the use of children for digital content creation is incompatible with
thoseyinterests. Whis conclusion is supported by several factors, including the involuntary nature
of the “ehild'shparticipation, the disregard for the child's authentic identity, the deprivation of
unconditional'emotional support, digital exploitation, and violations of the child's rights to health
and education.

Accordingly, it is essential to develop and enact clear legal regulations governing virtual child
labor. Such regulations should require states to adopt effective measures for the prevention of
digital exploitation of children, establish appropriate monitoring mechanisms, and impose legal
sanctions for violations involving the exploitation of children in digital environments.



Keywords: Digital Exploitation; Imami Jurisprudence; Virtual Child Labor; Best Interests of the
Child; International Human Rights Law.
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